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Act I Scene I 
School Library 

 
Some tables and chairs down stage placed sufficiently stage left or right to allow an area where the  
kids can perform their number. Flats painted to look like bookshelves set up stage. Enter Sam and 
Toni already in conversation. 
 
Sam This is all I need. I'm supposed to be out training not stuck in with detention. Just because I 
 didn't do their silly homework. I mean, what good is algebra to me? It's not going to make me 
 run any faster is it? No and I can't see it becoming an Olympic sport either? 
 
Enter Jo and Alex. 
 
Toni Sam, what's algebra? 
 
Alex Algebra. Why are you talking about algebra for? 
 
Jo Your not turning into square heads on us, are you? 
 
Sam No chance Jo. 
 
Toni I was only asking what... 
 
Jo Well don't Toni.  We don't want to know anything about algebra or anything else 
 to do with school! Isn't that right Alex? 
 
Alex Yeah, we've learnt everything we need to know! 
 
Jo And what we haven't we can learn from the street. 
 
Kids Yeah! 
 

Street Kids Song 
 
 Chorus.  We're street kids and we're streetwise.  
  We're hard, we're tough and we don't cry!  
  We're street kids and we're streetwise,  
  With common sense and enterprise. 
 
  We're out each night, until it's late, 
  Cruising around, with our dates. 
  No time at all, to do our work, 
  We'll copy it, off some weak jerk. 
 Chorus. 
  We find school a big frustration, 
  'Cause we need no education. 
  We'd rather be off, doing the bunk, 
  Than stuck in school, do their junk. 

Chorus. 
  We can't wait to leave this place,  
  With its boring lessons that we can't face. 
  We want to be out, roaming about, 
  So leave us alone, or we will shout! 
 Chorus. 
 
Sam Well I don't know about you but I'm going to use my enterprise now, and skip detention before 
 old dragon breath gets here. 
 
Alex I'm coming too. 
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Toni But Mrs. West will be very angry if we don't turn up. 
 
Jo Mimics. But Mrs. West will be very angry. I'm not scared of that old witch. 
 
Alex Me neither.  
 
Sam What are we waiting for? Lets go. 
 
Toni Wait for me! 
 
Enter Mrs. West. 
 
West Going somewhere? 
 
Sam Er. no. 
 
Alex We were just... 
 
West Just what? I am eager to know what you were just about to do? 
 
Jo Um tidy our lockers. 
 
Sam Yes we thought we would tidy our lockers while we were waiting for you. 
 
West So you were going to tidy your lockers. That is highly commendable, perhaps you think 
 I should give you some team points? 
 
Sam Um. The kids look sheepish. 
 
West Turning Nasty. Do you take me for a fool? Well do you? 
 
Sam Yes, I mean no. No, Mrs. West. 
 
West Good. Knowingly composed. You see my little dears I have been listening to you for some 
 time. Anxious looks from the kids. Yes I know all about you not liking school and that you 
 don’t think that you need an education. Well we will have to see about that won’t we? 
 
Toni You heard everything? 
 
West Oh yes I heard it all, including your little comment about me having dragon breath. Breathes on 
 hand and smells. I really can’t think why, It`s years since I last ate dragon. And as far as you 
 calling me a witch, well I really wouldn’t want to disappoint you. 
 
Clicks fingers, the kids become frozen. 



The Witch’s Riddles. 

© Stephen Norwood 3 
©

 
Witch’s Song 

 
  I’m the wondrously wicked wild Witch of the West. 
  That’s West London dearies.  
  I’m the wondrously wicked wild Witch of the West. 
  Deliciously naughty with looks that arrest, 
  Three hundred and thirty and still full of zest, 
  I’m the wondrously wicked wild Witch of the West. 
 
  There are children about who I rather detest, 
  The lazy, the idle and all of the pests. 
  To be rid of each one is the only request, 
  Of the wondrously wicked wild Witch of the West. 
 
  With the brains and the cunning that ensure I’m the best, 
  I’ve designed a new challenge, a kind of a quest, 
  The children I’ve mentioned will be put to the test, 
  Of the wondrously wicked wild Witch of the West. 
 
  I shall send them away with no time for protest, 
  To a new and strange land to remain as my guests, 
  And they’ll never return if they don’t pass the test, 
  Of the wondrously wicked wild Witch of the West. 
 
Blackout followed by lighting and sound effects to signify that something magical and mysterious is 
afoot. Exit. 
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Act I Scene II 
The Signpost 

 
Bare stage; could be performed in front of blacks; with signpost not immediately obvious to the kids 
when they enter. Enter the kids. 
 
Jo What happened? 
 
Alex It was Mrs. West. She really is a witch. 
 
Sam A witch! Don't be a square head. Witches aren't real...are they? 
 
Jo Well they are now and Mrs. West is the Witch of the West. 
 
Toni What do you think she's going to do with us? 
 
Alex I don't know. Where do you think we are? 
 
Sam I'm not sure. 
 
Toni Having spotted the signpost, shouts. Over here. 
 
Sam What is it? 
 
Jo Sarcastically. A signpost. 
 
Alex Reads. Welcome to Curriculum World! Maths, Art, Science, English and Music! 
 
Sam Welcome to Curriculum World. What does it mean? 
 
Toni I don't know. 
 
Alex Look, there's a scroll attached. 
 
Toni Opens and reads scroll.  
 Here is a challenge to bring out your best. 
 Just solve all the riddles and finish this test. 
 Your only way home, your only way back, 
 Is to finish this puzzle, and gain what you lack. 
 
Sam Gain what we lack. What do we lack? 
 
Jo A new Ferrari. 
 
Alex Well it isn't brains and good looks. 'Cause I've got plenty of both. 
 
Jo Sarcastically. Yeah right. 
 
Toni Knowledge! We lack the knowledge to answer the riddles. 
 
Sam Well then how are we going to solve the riddles? 
 
Alex I don't know, maybe it has something to do with this signpost. 
 
Toni Yeah, it must be a clue somehow. Maybe the answers to the riddles can be found 
 by following the signpost. 
 
Sam But which direction? 
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Toni I don't know. Perhaps we'll know when we know each riddle. 
 
Jo And if we can't solve the riddles, that silly old witch is going to keep us here. 
 
Alex Anxious whisper. Shush. She might be able to hear us.  
  
Sam Yeah you're right, we'd better be careful what we say. 
 
Toni What if she can read minds too? 
 
Jo You've got nothing to worry about then, Toni. 
 
Sam Let's get on with the challenge, what's the first riddle? 
 
Toni Reads from the scroll. This very important number can be savoury or sweet. 
 
Alex A number that can be savoury or sweet. It doesn't make sense. 
 
Jo Drrr that's why it's a riddle. 
 
Sam Anyone got any ideas? 
 
Toni Why don't we see where the signpost takes us. Maths this way. 
 
Exit. 
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Act I Scene III 
Maths World 

 
Two, Four, Six and Eight are lounging around stage right. One, Three, Five and Seven are doing keep 
fit exercises stage centre. Archimedes set up stage. The Kids Enter. 
 
Sam Er, Hello. The numbers ignore them. 
 
Alex Louder. Hello, we were wondering if you could help us? Still ignored. 
 
Jo Louder. Hello, we're looking for a very important number. 
 
One Well why didn't you say? If it is an important number that you want then it is certain 
 to be one of us. 
 
Two No I think you'll find that you'll be wanting an even number. 
 
Three I doubt it. They're bound to want a prime number. 
 
Four No one in their right mind would want an odd number. 
 
Five You evens are just jealous because we're special numbers. 
 
Six Well excuse me! But if you're so great, how come it takes two odds to make one 
 even? 
 
Seven That is because we are not as easy to divide as even numbers. We're a more select 
 group of numbers. 
 
Eight You mean your less popular. 
 
Jo Breaking in on the argument. We only wanted a number. 
 
Two Becoming camp. Well why didn't you say! 
 
One Maestro! 

 We Are The Numbers Song 
 

 One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight. 
 
Numbers  We are the numbers, 
 There's no need to cuss. 
 We are the numbers, 
 You can count on us. 
 
One If you've got a sum to do, 
Two Or a list of things to do. 
 
Numbers  Just use us numbers, 
 We won't cause a fuss. 
 Just use us numbers, 
 You can count on us. 
 
One If your counting all your money, 
Two Or the calories in honey. 
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Numbers  You'll need us numbers, 
 Just rely on us. 
 You'll need us numbers, 
 You can count on us. 
 
One If you're adding or you're taking, 
Two Or just measuring for baking. 
 
Numbers  You'll want some numbers, 
 Just confide in us. 
 You'll want some numbers, 
 You can count on us. 
 
Numbers  We are the numbers. 
 There's no need to cuss, 
 We are the numbers, 
 You can count on us. 
 
Alex, Sam and Toni applaud. Exit Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven and Eight. 
 
Jo I think I'll stick to algebra. 
 
Sam Gives Jo a dirty look. That was brilliant but can you help us with our riddle? 
 
One A riddle? 
 
Alex We've been given a riddle by the Witch of the West that we need to solve. 
 
Two Well spit it out then. What's the riddle? 
 
Toni Reads. This very important number can be savoury or sweet. 
 
One Aloof. Savoury or sweet! Well, it's not one of us. 
 
Two Well it's definitely not an even number. A number being savoury or sweet sounds rather odd, 
 wouldn't you agree? 
 
One indignantly. Well I can assure you that it isn't. 
 
Two Are you sure? 
 
One Quite certain, thank you. 
 
Sam Interrupting. How can we find out? 
 
Toni We were hoping you'd be able to help us.  
 
Alex 'Cause we won't be able to get home unless we find out. 
 
One Well, have you tried Archimedes? 
 
Alex What Mr. Archimedes? 
 
Jo Sarcastically. No, Archimedes the computer stupid. 
 
Two Archimedes the calculator actually. Points towards the calculator. Now if you 
 don't mind, I've got to go and call the operator about a wrong number. 
 
One Yes, one has many things to do you know. 
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Exit One and Two. 
 
Sam Er..excuse me...Mr. Archimedes. 
 
Archy Beep. Yes. Beep. 
 
Sam We were wondering whether you could help us with a riddle. 
 
Archy Beep. What is the riddle? Beep. 
 
Toni This very important number can be savoury or sweet. 
 
Archy Beep, beep, beep. 
 
Jo At the third stroke it will be... 
 
Sam Jo! 
 
Archy Beep, beep, beep. 
 
Jo I think it's got indigestion. 
 
Archy Beep. I have your answer. Beep. 
 
All Yes. 
 
Archy Beep. The answer is 3.141592653589793... 
 
Sam Wait! Are you sure this is the right answer? 
 
Archy Beep. Yes, a number that can be savoury or sweet. The answer is 3.141592653589793... 
 
Alex Stop! You said that already. We don't understand. It doesn't sound like anything savoury or 
 sweet. Can you tell us why that is the answer? 
 
Archy Beep. Yes. The number given is the value of pi. Beep. 
 
Sam Pi! What's pi? 
 
Toni Isn't it something to do with circles? 
 
Alex I think so. 
 
Jo Of course, a pie can be savoury if it's a steak and kidney pie and it can be sweet if it's an apple 
 pie.  
 
Archy Beep. I have something else for you. Beep. 
 
Toni Yes? 
 
Archy Beep. Another riddle from the Witch of the West. Beep.  
 
Alex What is the riddle? 
 
Archy Beep, beep, beep. 
 
Jo Here we go again. 
 
Archy Beep. To fall for this attraction can be fatal. Beep. 
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Sam Puzzled. To fall for this attraction can be fatal. These riddles are difficult. Where are we going  
 to find the answer to this one? 
 
Alex Perhaps it has something to do with art. 
 
Sam Art why? 
 
Alex Art is about paintings and sculptures and they can be attractions if they are in a gallery. 
 
Jo Art may be boring Alex but it's rarely fatal. 
 
Toni Naughtily. Perhaps it's human biology. 
 
Alex Yuck!       
 
Jo Why don't we ask Archimedes? 
 
Sam Good idea. Archimedes. 
 
Archy Beep. Yes. Beep. 
 
Sam Can you tell us where can we find the answer to the riddle? 
 
Archy Beep. I am not a scientific calculator. Good-bye. Beep. Shuts down.      
 
Jo He's not a pocket calculator either! 
 
Sam Archimedes wasn't much help to us this time.  
 
Alex At least we know that we need to look in Science for the answer. 
 
Sam Confused. We do? 
 
Alex Come on. 
 
Exit. 

  



The Witch’s Riddles. 

© Stephen Norwood 10 

 
Act I Scene IV 

Geography World 
 
Key is on stage walking about measuring with a metre wheel. Scene could be done in front of the 
blacks. Enter the kids. 
 
Sam Hello. Can you help us? We’re looking for science. 
 
Key If you’re looking for science then you’ve come to the right place. 
 
Alex Then this is science? 
 
Key No. 
 
Sam But you said that we had come to the right place. 
 
Key Yes that’s correct. 
 
Alex So is this science? 
 
Key No. 
 
Jo Let me handle this. Hello. 
 
Key Hello. 
 
Jo Slowly. We are looking for science. 
 
Key Yes I know. 
 
Jo And you say we have come to the right place. 
 
Key Yes that’s correct. 
 
Jo And so we must be in science? 
 
Key No. 
 
Toni Excuse me but if this is not science... 
 
Key It’s not. 
 
Toni Then where are we? 
 
Key Geography. 
 
Toni Geography? 
 
Key That’s right. 
 
Jo So why is this the right place? 
 
Key It’s not. 
 
Sam But you just said that we’d come to the right place. 
 
Key To find science. 
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Jo Yes! 
 
Key Well that’s why you need geography. 
 
Toni We do? 
 
Key Of course.   
 

The Geography Song 
 

Key If you’ll pardon my deception, I just wanted your attention. 
 Let me try and save some face, by explaining my intention. 
 If you’re looking for a place any place you’d care to mention, 
 Everywhere with one exception, anywhere that is not space. 
 What you need is some direction, and a little route correction. 
 Once we know your destination, we’re the subject on the case. 
 Once we know your destination, we’re the subject on the case. 
 
 Now all the land around that can be found you’ll find in geography. 
 Every mountain, every river, every ocean, every sea. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 
 Now we’ve mapped the world for everyone through cartography. 
 We’ve got contours on our landscapes, we’ve got every town and city. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 
 Now with our satellites above the world we take photography. 
 We can now forecast the weather, we can tell where it is sunny. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 ‘Cause everything has got its place, it’s thanks to geography. 
 
Toni That was great. 
 
Sam Yes, that was brilliant. So will you be able to give us directions to science then? 
 
Key Of course. Quickly. Go straight ahead along the path, then take the first left, over the 
 roundabout, past the garage, right at the traffic lights, past The Red Lion, under the railway 
 bridge, up the hill, past the church and then keep on going. 
 
Alex Could you repeat that? 
 
Key Certainly. 
 
Jo Slowly! The four mime an action for each of the following directions. 
 
Key OK. Go straight ahead along the path, then take the first left, over the roundabout, past the 
 garage, right at the traffic lights, past The Red Lion, under the railway bridge, up the hill, past 
 the church and then keep on going. Have you got it? 
 
Sam We’ll find it, thanks. I think. 
 
Key Good luck. Bye. 
 
All Bye. 
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Exit Key. 
 
Jo All that work just to get directions. 
 
Exit. 
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Act I Scene V 
Science World 

 
Scenery to include at least a couple of apple trees with ripe apples on them. Two lab technicians are 
sitting sewing jeans. The kids enter. 
 
Jo Look, apples. I'm starving.  Goes to take an apple. 
 
Lab1 I wouldn't do that if I were you. 
 
Toni Oh hello, we are looking for Science. 
 
Lab1 You've found it. 
 
Sam Doubtfully. It is not very scientific. 
 
Lab2 Offended. What do you mean not scientific? 
 
Alex It is just that we were sort of expecting a laboratory full of equipment...not an orchard. 
 
Lab2 Well it is obvious that you don't know a great deal about science. 
 
Lab1 Let us explain. 
 

Science Is Around Us Song. 
 
 Science is for you,  
 And science is for me. 
 Science is around us,  
 And it's plain for all to see. 
 
Lab1 When you watch the stars above us, 
 Through the blossom of a tree. 
Lab2 Or you see the setting sun, 
 Just as it sinks in to the sea. 
Lab1 When you smell an open flower, 
 Hear the buzzing of a bee. 
Lab2 Or you put the kettle on, 
 To make a nice refreshing tea. 
Both Now what you've looked at is some science. 
 It's as plain as it can be. 
 It's there, just all around us. 
 You can look at it for free. 
 
Lab1 When you watch a clock strike seven, 
 Though it's only half past three.  
Lab2 Or you see a new born kitten, 
 As they work out it's a she. 
Lab1 When you smell a rich aroma, 
 And can tell it's time for tea. 
Lab2 Or you switch off all your lights, 
 To save your electricity. 
Both Now what you've looked at is some science. 
 It's as plain as it can be. 
 It's there, just all around us. 
 And throughout the galaxy. 
 
Lab1 Now your turn. 
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Sam When you watch a rocket take off, 
Jo On a programme on TV 
Toni Or visit Roman ruins, 
Alex Found through archaeology. 
 
Lab1 When you watch a falling apple, 
 Through the work of gravity,  
Lab2 Or you spray the dog and cat, 
 To stop the spreading of the flea. 
Both Now what you've looked at is some science. 
 It's as plain as it can be. 
 It's there, just all around us. 
 And throughout the galaxy. 
 
All Now what we've looked at is some science. 
 It's as plain as it can be. 
 It's there, just all around us. 
 We can look at it for free. 
 
Sam I see what you mean. Science is everywhere. 
 
Lab1 Yes science is all around us, all you have to do is look closely enough and you will see it. 
 
Alex Thanks for the advice. 
 
Lab2 Well we're always glad to help. 
 
Lab1 Yes good luck but if you don't mind, we must get back to our research. 
 
Lab2 Yes we're working on "gene" therapy. Holds up pair of jeans. 
 
All Bye. 
 
Exit Lab1 and Lab2. 
 
Sam Right what do we do now? 
 
Toni Maybe there is a clue somewhere. 
 
Alex Excited. I've got it. I've got it. I've got it. 
 
Jo Is it contagious? 
 
Alex No I've got the answer. 
 
Sam What answer? 
 
Alex The answer to the riddle of course. 
 
Toni Well tell us. 
 
Alex The riddle is "To fall for this attraction could be fatal". 
 
Jo Yes we know that. 
 
Alex The answer's in the song. 
 
All Yes? 
 
Alex Gravity.  
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All Gravity? 
 
Alex Yes, gravity. Let me explain. 
 
Jo I think you'd better. 
 
Alex Hums tune for a while before singing. "When you watch a falling apple, through the 
 work of gravity."  
 
Jo So? 
 
Alex Well don't you see, gravity is the attraction. 
 
Toni Working it out. And if you fall too far because of gravity it could be fatal. 
 
All Wicked! The four do high fives. 
 
Enter New Tonne. 
 
NewT. Did I hear someone mention gravity? Well, did I? 
 
Sam Slightly frightened. Yes, we did. 
 
NewT Well you've come to the right place. I'm an expert on gravity you know. You could say I'm the 
 heavyweight of gravity. My little joke. Not as big as I used to be though. And do you know why? 
 
Toni No. 
 
NewT Decimalization.  
 
Toni Oh. 
 
NewT Yes, decimalization. Had to lose over thirty-five pounds you know. That's sixteen of those new 
 kilo whatsits. Now where was I. Oh yes, gravity, it's my life's work you know. Ponders. There is 
 never quite enough apples though. 
 
Alex Apples? 
 
NewT Yes apples, very important in gravitation research are apples. Only those on trees mind 
 you. No good unless they're on a tree. 
 
Sam Why's that? 
 
NewT Why to see which way they fall of course. 
 
Alex But they always fall to the ground. 
 
NewT Well how do you know they don't fall up when your not looking eh? 
 
The kids begin to thinks that the professor might be a couple of raisins short of a fruitcake. 
 
Toni Um yes. 
 
Jo Nice talking to you, professor, but we've got to go. 
 
NewT Oh and where are you going? 
 
Sam Yes, where are we going? 
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Toni I don't know. Where are we going Jo? 
 
NewT Perhaps this will help. Now what did I do with it. Ah here it is. Your next riddle. Clears throat.  
 You can hear this drum yet it makes no sound. 
 
Sam You can hear this drum yet it makes no sound. 
 
Jo You make music with drums so that's where we'll go. 
 
Sam Well thanks Professor New Tonne. 
 
All Bye. 
 
Exit. 
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Act II Scene I 
Music World 

 
On stage are the Metal Heads ready to perform their number. 
 

Metal Heads Song. 
 
Chorus.  We are the Metal Heads, 
         We're going to rock until we're dead! 
         We are the Metal Heads, 
         We like to stay up till our eyes turn red! 
 
         When we are out and there is a crowd, 
         We like to play our music loud! 
         And to drive our parents round the bend, 
         We bang our drums, though they’re pretend! 
Chorus. 
 
         Now were the best of our profession, 
         We've done it all without confession! 
         Though we're mean and bad we never sin, 
         It's because our mummies keep us in! 
Chorus. 
 
         We're going off, us mighty four, 
         Off to war on our world wide tour! 
         To make it global is our mission, 
         If we get our parents' permission! 
 
Chorus. 
 
Repeat chorus with last line: 
 
         We'd like to stay up but it's time for bed! 
 
The kids enter. They have been watching the Metal Heads. 
 
Toni     Wow! That was brill! 
 
Alex     Wicked!  
 
Bach     Well I must say that is awfully kind of you. 
 
Jo       Puzzled. Don't mention it. 
 
Bach     Allow us to introduce ourselves. I am Johann Sebastian Bach on keyboards and on 
 percussion we have Ludwig Van Beethoven and... 
 
Ludwig   Ay? 
 
Bach     Shouts.  I was just introducing you to our guests. 
 
Ludwig   Ay? 
 
Bach     Never mind. 
 
Ludwig   No I don't know the time. 
 
Bach     What? I don't know why you don't use your ear trumpet? 
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Ludwig   Me what? 
 
Bach     Your ear trumpet! 
 
Ludwig   Hold on, I'll get my ear trumpet. 
 
Bach     Ignores Ludwig. Next, may I introduce Tchaikovsky, also on percussion. 
 
Alex     Hi Tchai Tchai-sky. 
 
Peter    Please, just call me Peter. 
  
Mozart   Hello I'm Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, but please feel free to call me Wolfman. 
 
Sam      Wolfman? 
 
Mozart   Yes, it is our manager's idea. Apparently we need to modernise our image to attract the 
 younger generation. 
 
Bach     That is why we formed the Metal Heads. 
 
Sam      But what about all that classical stuff? 
 
Bach     You mean the concertos and symphonies. 
 
Mozart   Don't forget the operas. 
 
Peter    Or ballets. 
 
Sam      Er yes. 
 
Bach     Apparently it is not what the public wants anymore. They want pop music now.    
 
Peter    So we've become Stone Age men. 
 
Mozart   Corrects. It is rock not stone. 
 
Ludwig   Ay? Whose on the phone? 
 
Bach     No one, there is no phone. 
 
Ludwig   Ask them to ring back later will you. 
 
Mozart   Shouts. Don’t worry it was a wrong number. 
 
Ludwig   Ay? 
 
Toni     Wolfman. 
 
Mozart   Yes? 
 
Toni     I hope you don't think this is a rude question, but how can he play if he's so deaf? 
 
Mozart   He doesn't have to hear the music to be able to play it. He feels the vibrations of the sound 
 waves instead. 
 
Toni     That's amazing. 
 
Jo       Yes, but could he hear a drum that makes no sound. 
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Bach     A drum that makes no sound. If it doesn't make a sound then you won't be able to hear or feel it.  
 I am afraid the answer must be no. Why do you ask? 
 
Alex     It is a riddle that we've got to solve for the Witch of the West. 
 
Sam      We're searching for an answer. 
 
Jo       And we thought that as you know so much about music you would be able to help us. 
 
Bach     Well I'm sorry but I never heard of a drum in music that doesn't make a sound. What about 
 those scientist chaps, they are pretty clever you know.  Maybe they can help. 
 
Alex     It was in science that we got the riddle. 
 
Mozart   Oh dear that is unfortunate. 
 
Bach     Yes it is unlikely to be anything to do with science then. 
 
Peter    Not necessarily, it is a riddle and the Witch of the West isn't going to make things too easy. 
 
Sam      You think it is do with science then?  
 
Peter    You say it is a drum that produces no sound. Well obviously it is not a percussion drum  
 because that would produce a sound. Yes? 
 
Sam      Yes. 
 
Jo       So what is it? 
 
Ludwig   Can you speak up I can't hear what you're saying. The old ears aren't what they used to be. 
 
Peter    They want to know the name of a drum that you cannot hear. 
 
Ludwig   A drum you cannot hear. Chuckles. Ah yes. The answer's inside my ear. They all 
 look inside Ludwig's ear trumpet. 
 
Ludwig   Not my ear trumpet it is in my real ear. 
 
Peter    Well I'm not looking in there. 
 
Ludwig   Ay? 
 
Bach     Hand him back his ear trumpet. 
 
Mozart   Shouts. What is in your ear? 
 
Ludwig   There's no need to shout.  
 
Mozart   What is in your ear? 
 
Ludwig   The answer to the riddle of course. 
 
Sam      A drum that makes no sound? 
 
Ludwig   It is an eardrum. 
 
Alex     An eardrum. Of course it helps you to hear but it doesn't make any sound itself. 
 
Ludwig   Yes I should know because my eardrums don't work as well as they used to. 
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Toni     Thanks for your help.  
 
Bach     Always glad to help the young generation. Good for publicity, you know. Well we've 
 got to be going I'm afraid. We have a gig to play tonight.  
 
All      Bye. 
 
Exit the Metal Heads. 
 
Toni     I liked them. 
 
Sam      Yeah, especially their Metal Heads song. 
 
Jo       Haven't we forgotten something? 
 
Alex     What? 
 
Jo       The next riddle. 
 
Alex     They left without giving us a new riddle.  
 
Toni     Maybe they didn't have one for us. 
 
Sam      How are we going to get our next riddle now? 
 
Enter the Witch of the West. 
 
West     Off me! I'm so happy that you've solved the first three riddles. But then, they were very easy, 
 don't you agree? 
 
Jo       You call those easy? 
 
West     Why of course. Terribly easy, but I think that you'll find this last riddle a little more challenging. 
 This always has the last word. 
 
Toni     This always has the last word. 
 
West     That's right. Solve it and you can go home, fail and face the consequences.  
 
Laughs and disappears. 
 
Toni     She's gone. 
 
Alex     Good, she gives me the creeps. 
 
Sam      Well we're not going to let her get the better of us, are we? 
 
Jo       No we'll solve this riddle and be home before you can say Pause some very long word  
 Pause backwards. Now what was the riddle again? 
 
Alex     This always has the last word. 
 
Jo       It's my mum! She always has the last word. 
 
Toni     Mine too. 
 
Alex     Thinking. English is all about using words, right? 
 
Jo       Right. 
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Alex     So that's where we need to go to find the answer to the riddle. 
 
Sam      Right, let's go. English next stop. 
 
Exit. 
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Act II Scene II 
Art World 

 
Blank stage, could be performed in front of the blacks. 
 
Sam Where are we now? 
 
Toni I don't know, but isn't the scenery beautiful. 
 
Alex Yes, it's just like being in the countryside. 
 
Jo Better watch where you tread then! They all check their feet. 
 
Sam Do you think this could be Art? 
 
Toni I guess so. 
 
Jo Well it's certainly not English is it? 
 
Alex I guess not. 
 
P.C. Oy! What you doing there? Can't you see that I'm trying to paint this landscape. Clear 
 off before I arrest the lot of you. 
 
Toni We were only.... 
 
P.C. That's it I warned you! If you want a brush with the law, you've got it. Just wait 
 till I get my hands on you.  
 
The four our chased by the constable waving his brush around the auditorium 
 until they all exit. 
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Act II Scene III 
English World 

 

On stage are Noun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, Preposition, Pronoun, Conjunction and Article sat in 
pairs at desks. Each wears a T-shirt with their name on. 
 
The Kids enter out of breath from running. 

Toni     Is he still following us? 
 
Sam      I don’t think so. 
 
Alex     No, we lost him when we took that shortcut through that last corn field. 
 
Jo       Where are we? 
 
Toni     Look! I think we are in English.  
 
Sam      Hello, we are looking for English. 
 
Pronoun  This 
 
Article  Is 
 
Noun     English 
 
Conjunc  And 
 
Adverb   How 
 
Verb     May 
 
Pronoun  We 
 
Verb     Be 
 
Prepos   Of 
 
Noun     Service 
 
Article  To 
 
Pronoun  You? 
 
Alex     Why are you talking like that? 
 
Adject   Like 
 
Pronoun  What? 
 
Alex     Like this: why 
 
Sam      Do 
 
Jo       You 
 
Toni     Only 
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Alex     Say 
 
Sam      One 
 
Jo       Word 
 
Toni     At 
 
Alex     A 
 
Sam      Time? 
 
Conjunc  Because 
 
Article  Each 
 
Pronoun  One 
 
Prepos   Of 
 
Pronoun  Us 
 
Verb     Is 
 
Adject   Responsible 
 
Prepos   For 
 
Adject   Only 
 
Article  One 
 
Noun     Classification 
 
Prepos   Of 
 
Noun     Words. 
 
Pronoun  It 
 
Verb     Would be 
 
Adject   Impolite 
 
Prepos   To 
 
Verb     Use 
 
Pronoun  Another’s 
 
Noun     Word. 
 
Jo       But that is silly. How can you communicate with each other? 
 
Toni     Yes what do you do if you need something? 
 
Pronoun  We 

Adverb   Only 
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Verb     Speak 

Adject   Like 

Pronoun  This 

Adverb   When 

Pronoun  We 

Verb     Are working. 

Conjunc  So 

Pronoun  We 

Verb     Will take 

Article  A 

Noun     Tea break. 
 
Sam      So you can now speak normally? 
 
Noun     Of course but only during our breaks. When we are working I’m strictly nouns only. 
 
Toni     But why? 
 
Verb     To demonstrate the importance of each type of word. As you said you cannot communicate 
 without using us all. We just want the recognition we deserve. You see if you need a verb an 
 adjective is of no use. 
 
Adject   And when you need an adjective a verb just will not do. 
 
Sam      I think I understand. You couldn’t use a preposition for an adverb. 
 
Adverb   That’s right. 

Jo       Or a pronoun for a noun. 
 
Noun     Ah well that’s an exception to the rule. You see English is always a little bit more complicated 
 than any simple rule can explain. 
 
Jo       Thought so.  Our teacher keeps saying I before E except after C. Brilliant I think until I have to 
 spell their. Spells emphasising the EI. T H E I R. 
 
Verb     You have to remember that there are millions of words and new ones are being  
 formed all the time so it’s difficult to have any rule that applies to all of them. 
 
Alex     As you know so much about words maybe you can help us with a riddle. 
 
Noun     What is the riddle? 
 
Toni     This always has the last word. 
 
Verb     Um. Tricky. 
 
Sam      Can you help us? 
 
Noun     I believe we can. 
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Dictionary Song. 

Noun     Now English is our language, 
Verb     It’s a most ingenious tool. 
Pronoun  It allow us to communicate, 
Prepos   And stops us all being fools. 
Adject   It really is quite simple, 
Adverb   Once you learn the alphabet, 
Article  To find out all the different words, 
Conjunc  And arrange them in their sets. 
 
Noun     Any ideas now? Blank expressions from the kids.  Well what about this?  
 
 Music changes to a march. The words get up and begin marching to the music. 

Noun     If you want to be sure to be heard, 
Verb     If you’re dying to have the last word, 
Pronoun  If no word that you know will suffice, 
Prepos   Then we’ll give you this piece of advice. 
Words    What you need is a source of vocabulary. 
 
Music changes to create a carnival sound. The Words begin dancing carnival style and the Kids join 
in. 

Words    Vocabulary, 
  You need vocabulary, 
  Vocabulary, 
  That’s what you need.  

 
 Verbs and nouns, 
 You need more verbs and nouns, 
 Verbs and nouns, 
 That’s what you need. 
 
 Adjectives, 
 You need more adjectives, 
 Adjectives, 
 That’s what you need. 
 
Kids     Vocabulary, 
 We need vocabulary, 
 Vocabulary, 
 That’s what we need. 
 
Words    Dictionary, 
 You need a dictionary, 
 Dictionary, 
 That’s what you need. 
 
Kids     Dictionary, 
 We need a dictionary, 
 Dictionary, 
 That’s what we need. 
 
All      Dictionary, 
 We need a dictionary, 
 Dictionary, 
 That’s what we need. 
 
Toni     That was great! 
 
Alex     And we even got the answer to the last riddle. 
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Sam      Yeah, a dictionary always has the last word. 
 
Jo       Of course, because it has every word.  
         
Noun     Precisely. 
 
Verb     Look at the time, noun! 
 
Noun     Oh dear! We are late. End of break words. 
 
Alex     Thanks for all your help. Echoed by the other kids. 
 
Pronoun  We 
 
Verb     Were 
 
Adverb   Very 
 
Adject   Happy 
 
Article  To 
 
Verb     Help 
 
Conjunc  And  
 
Pronoun  We 
 
Verb     Wish 
 
Pronoun  You 
 
Article  All 
 
Adject   Good 
 
Noun     Luck. 
 
Kids     Bye. The Words move back to their desks. 
 
Sam      Now that we have solved all the riddles, what do we do next? How do we get home? 
 
Alex     Maybe we have to go back to the place where we started. 
 
Toni     You think we should go back to the signpost? 
 
Alex     Yes, unless anyone’s got a better idea. No? Then lets go. 
         
Exit. 
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Act II Scene IV 
Farewell Scene 

 
Bare stage with signpost positioned as in Act I Scene II. Enter the Kids. 
 
Sam Here's the signpost.  
 
Alex Yes this is it. Inspecting the signpost. 
 
Jo Well what do we do now? 
 
Toni Perhaps there is another scroll with instructions on it.  
 
They all begin searching around. 
 
Alex Can't find anything. 
 
Sam Me neither. 
 
Enter New Tonne.  
 
NewT Perhaps I can help you. 
 
Toni New Tonne we didn't expect to see you again. 
 
NewT Not see me again? Shakes head. Why you haven't been paying attention, have you? 
 
Sam Attention? What do you mean? 
 
NewT Have you forgotten already that science is all around you? 
 
Alex Of course not. 
 
Toni If you look closely enough for science you will see it everywhere. 
 
NewT That's right, well done! So you see, once you have learnt to pay attention to things, you will always 

be surrounded by science.  
 
Enter Key. 
 
Key And geography! Don't forget that everything on Earth has got its place thanks to geography? 
 
Alex Yes and all the land around that can be found we'll find in geography. 
 
Key Yes. 
 
Enter Constable. 
 
P.C. The land around may be found in geography but it is arrested in art. Yes there is nothing  like a good 
oil painting to bring the landscape to life. 
 
Enter Noun. 
 
Noun A painting may say a thousand words but are they all nouns? That is what I want to know. 
 
Jo Another tea break noun? 
 
Noun Well yes, I try to have at least two an hour. 
Enter One and Two. 
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Two Did someone call me? I thought I heard someone say Two. 
  
One Snide. They probably got the wrong number?       
 
Noun Well I did happen to mention the word two in conversation, but that is all. 
 
One You see, I told you it was a wrong number. 
 
Enter Bach and Beethoven. 
 
Bach Are we all here?  
 
Any performers not already on stage except the Witch should enter here. 
 
Two I think so. I'll just have a quick count. Music, Geography, Science, Art, English and 
 Maths. 
 
Sam What's going on? 
 
NewT Preparations. 
 
Toni Preparations for what? 
 
NewT We are preparing for the departure of our VIP’s. 
 
Alex VIP’s? 
 
Key Yes, you. 
 
Alex Warming to it. We're very important persons? 
 
Key Well, actually VIP stands for very improved person. 
 
Alex Deflated. Oh.  
 
Key Realising that offence has been given. But your very important too! 
 
Bach Now we're just waiting for the guest of honour to arrive. 
 
Toni Who is the guest of honour? 
 
Bach Oh, a kind and generous person who has helped many young people like yourselves. 
 
Toni Yes? 
 
Noun A remarkable old lady who has striven to fight ignorance where ever it may be. 
 
Alex Yes? 
 
NewT Someone who has helped to push back the barriers of knowledge. 
 
Jo Yes but who? 
 
Key A wonderful woman with a wicked sense of humour. 
 
Kids Yes but who? 
 
 
Bach The Good Witch of the West. 
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Kids The Good Witch of the West? 
 
Jo But she's not good! 
 
Alex She's wicked and nasty. 
 
Noun Why? 
 
Alex Why? She sent us here! 
 
Sam And she made us go off to different places to answer lots of difficult riddles. 
 
Jo And if we didn't answer them we would never be able to go home. 
 
Bach Of course she did, but was that all bad? Haven't you enjoyed yourselves at all while you've been in 

Curriculum World? 
 
Alex Bashfully. Well it did feel good each time we solved one of the riddles. 
 
Toni And I liked the music and dancing and meeting new people. 
 
Sam It was an adventure visiting all the different places. 
 
Jo Yeah, and it beats staying at home. 
 
Enter Witch of the West. 
 
West And I would never keep you here for ever. No I only said that to give you a little motivation to finish 
 your quest. 
 
Sam You said it just so we would answer the riddles? 
 
West Yes, but the riddles are really not that important. 
 
Jo There not? 
 
West I brought you to Curriculum World to go on a quest for knowledge. 
 
NewT Helpfully. Haven't you learned anything while you have been here? 
 
Alex Well yes but... 
 
NewT Well then? 
 
Alex We learnt about number and words, science being around us... 
 
West Yes but what have you learnt about knowledge? 
 
Toni Hesitantly. That knowledge helps us to understand the world around us? 
 
West Precisely! Now read the scroll again. 
 
Toni Opens and reads scroll.  
 Here is a challenge to bring out your best. 
 Just solve all the riddles and finish this test. 
 Your only way home, your only way back, 
 Is to finish this puzzle, and gain what you lack.  
 
West Have you not gained what you lacked? 
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Sam You mean knowledge and understanding? 
 
West Yes. 
 
Toni And the more knowledge we have the better we can understand the world around us. 
 
NewT Not just science. 
 
Key Or geography. 
 
West So do you forgive my wicked witch act? 
 
Jo Kids look at each other. Yes but only if you give us a high five? 
 
West A high five? What's a high five? 
 
Jo Well allow us to share our knowledge and understanding with you. The kid demonstrate a high five 

with the witch. 
 
West Well one learns something new everyday. Anyway I think I'd better get you all home now. 
 
Sam Not just yet, we want to say good-bye to everyone and thank them for all their help. 
 
Jo Yes and let's do it our way. 
 
Kids Yeah!  
   School Kids Song. Music as Street Kids. 
 

Chorus.  We're school kids and we're schoolwise, 
   We're smart, we're bright cause we revise!  
   We're school kids and we're schoolwise,  
   With common sense and enterprise! 
  
   We're gonna change, it's not too late,  
   We'll just study, with our dates! 
   We rather be in, doing our work, 
   Than wasting time, being a jerk! 

Chorus. 
   We'll 'tend school with concentration, 
   'Cause we value education! 
   Rather be there, with our heads sunk, 
   Than waste our time, being a flunk! 

Chorus. 
   Now we'll stay in and work each night. 
   Doing homework, till it's right! 
   When there's a test, we'll do our best, 
   To finish first, and beat the rest! 

Chorus. 
 

West Deadpan. Well I have to say that that was Suddenly animated. wicked!  
Recomposing herself. But now I think it is time we were going home. 

 
All Bye.  Performers then wave to audience. Loud bang, smoke, flashing lights and curtains. 



The Witch’s Riddles. 

© Stephen Norwood 32 

List Of Props and Furniture by Scene. 
 

Act I. 
 
Opening Scene - School Library: 
 
Tables and chairs. 
Flats painted to look like books shelves. 

The Signpost: 

A signpost with at least the following written on it: Welcome to Curriculum World, Maths, Art, Science, 
English and Music. A scroll which then becomes a personal prop of the character Toni. 

Maths World: 

Toni's scroll. 

Archimedes. See list of characters. 

Geography: 

Metre wheel. 

Science World: 
 
Apple trees. Could be painted onto flats. Must have apples on them. 
Some pairs of jeans. 

  Act II. 

Music World: 

Two drums, guitar and keyboard, all obviously pretend. 

Ear trumpet. 

English World: 

Tables and chairs to seat eight. 

Farewell Scene: 
 
Signpost from Signpost Scene. 
Toni's scroll. 
 
 


